Neurometabolic diseases in the newborn.
This article is designed to be a basic introduction to neurometabolic diseases (ie, inheritable inborn errors of metabolism, genetic disorders of developmental neural topography, and degenerative disorders of neural function) that present in the neonate. It is intended to assist those who provide primary care for newborns to help them recognize signs and symptoms that signify neurometabolic disease; to teach how and when to initiate a neurometabolic diagnostic sequence; and to help neurologists and pediatricians interface with geneticists and metabolists. This article is intended to inform general newborn care practitioners, not metabolists. Therefore, pathways and concepts are presented in a simplified manner for deliberate educational purposes.